Philadelphia: Lea and Febiger 1980 The average general practitioner meets five to ten new cases of cancer each year and helps to cope with a smaller number in the terminal stages. While the general practitioner and the patient may decide whether to treat, the question of how to treat is increasingly a technical decision taken in departments of oncology or radiotherapy. Yet the general practitioner is often actively involved in coping with the sequelae of treatment and in reassurrance and explanation to patients and relatives.
This book from two leading New York oncologists therefore fills a gap, explaining the principles and problems of modern non-surgical treatment of cancer. It is divided into three sections: a pathological background including a useful description of staging various types of tumour; a middle section describing the response of different cells, tissues and host subjects to treatment; and a final section dealing with the hazards and complications of treatment. It is a clear and readable account with an emphasis on the biological background of neoplastic change and its treatment. A very human approach to the physical and psychological needs of patients is shown. Yet despite its clarity, humanity and accuracy (there are 331 references) I found the style sometimes irritating, possibly because the authors have tried too hard to please the uninitiated.
The authors present a connected argument; the book is not intended to be a reference book as such. Diseases and drugs are used as illustrations of principles so that it may be difficult to locate information on particular diseases or drugs. However, the book is wide-ranging and has some information about most tumours and treatments. Future editions could perhaps be improved by the addition of tables of neoplastic conditions and the drugs used in their treatment.
Overall the book is of such interest, putting together information not readily available elsewhere, that I consider the libraries of all medical schools, departments of general practice and academic centres should all obtain a copy; many individuals will also wish to buy one for themselves.
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Clinical Phannacology and Therapeutics: Proceedings of the First World Conference P Turner (ed) pp 582 £40 London: Macmillan Press 1980 This is not a text for those wishing for a comprehensive update on c1inicial pharmacology and therapeutics, but it contains much of interest on growth aspects ofpharinacology in its broadest sense.
Plenary lectures by Vane and Moncada on the pharmacology and clinical potential of prostacyclin, and by Professor Kosterlitz on possible physiological roles of the enkephalins and endorphins, provide excellent accounts of these important areas of pharmacology and a sound basis for later sections on antiplatelet and antithrombotic chemotherapy, on pain and on the pharmacology and therapeutics of antirheumatic drugs.
It would be difficult to conceive of a conference on clinical pharmacology that did not have sections on the therapy of hypertension, clinical trials and drug metabolism, and those interested in these topics will not be disappointed. Other sections of familiar concern to clinical pharma-. cologists include those on ionotropic and vasodilator drugs and drug dependence, but there are welcome additions in the form of therapeutics at extremes of age, clinical pharmacology of the skin, pharmacological aspects of anticancer chemotherapy and the therapy of tropical disorders. The problems of drug production, clinical trials and finance in developing countries are well covered, as is the present situation on
